Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


(ONE OF AMERICA'S GREAT NEWSPAPERS 


$2.00 233 YEARS OF SERVICE 


Wolf 
orders 
more 
business 
closures 


By Mick Stet 
Patou Post ase 


Gov. Tom Wolf ordered al “none 
lfesustaining" businesses in the 
state to dase by 8 pam. Thursday to 
mitigate the spread of COVID 10 

Enforcement on this policy will 
begin an Saturday, Mr. Wal said. 
‘The announcement follows the 
state's first COVID 19 related death. 
Wednesday in Northampton 
County. 

‘On Sunday, alinonessential busi 
nesses were asked to close to help 
fur the spread af the deny novel 
Koronavirus that causes the disease 

‘Thal hoped fr voluntary eom 
pllanceso our publie safety ofc 
‘ouid eusan assisting with the eri- 
sis?" Mr, Wolf sald in a video state- 
‘ment, "Unrtanately, we have mot 
Seen full omplianoe. 

‘Mr, Wolf snid all businesses that 
are not le etic should work re- 
motely. 

“Al health care and sociales 
tance businesses, exept chil day 
fare, can remain open. That in 
Sus hospitals and nursing care 
foci, 

‘Mest transit systems — includ 
sng ae, water and bus transports 
tion = are to continue operating, 
but charter buses and "scenic and 
Sightseeing” transportation are to 
Stop 

‘Other businesses that ean co 
tinugoperatonsincude 

‘Gropand animal faring 

+ Foodand beverage manufactur: 


* Grocery stores 

Beer distributors 

“ites 

T Telecommunications busi- 
nessosexoepi resellers 

sine that are to cense physi- 
cnloperationsindude: 

“thre 

“Harborshops slonsand gyms 

“lothingand accessory stones 
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Matt Dunn, a researcher fr the Center for Vaccine Research at the Unversity of Pittsburgh holds dead samples 


Of the coronavirus on Feb. 27 atte Biomedical Science Tower 3 in Oakland! 


Pitt to get COVID-19 vaccine grant 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Phau Postaren 


‘The University of Pittsburgh's 
Center for Vaccine Research is 
part of an international consor- 
Hum of throe organizations receiv 
inen $49 milion gant todevelopa 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate based 
on measles vector technology. 

"The Coalition for Epidemie Pre- 
paredness Innovations known as 
CEPI snid ina news release Thurs 
day that it is making the grant to 
Pitt, as well as Themis Bioscience 
in Austra and Institut Pasteur in 
France, as part ofthe coalitions on 
pine estent otemt ra 

iy developa vacci 

"All of our efforts will be di 
rected to address this rapidly 


changing public health eme 
gency” Dr. Paul Dupre. the direc- 
for of Pitt's Center for Vaccine Re- 
Search, said in a news release. “We 
are delighted to be part ofthis mul- 
tinational, world-class consor: 
‘ha, 

He added that Pitt's stateothe- 
art facility hasa "mandated rale to 
respond rapidly to global out 
breaks such as COVID-9; to de 
velop animal models of diseases to 
tse these to test the effency of cam 
idate vaccines such as reeombi 
fant measles viruses expressing a 
range of SARSCOV! [the virus 
That causes COVID To] gees. 

Pitt's Center for Vaccine Re- 
search was on ofthe first research 
Jas in the country to raeive same 
ples of the coronavirus when it 


wee them Feb. 14 fom a pae 
fient in Washington state. In addi- 
ton, Dr. Duprex is one of the 
‘worl leading experts on measles 

chard Hatchett, CEO of The 
Coalition for Epidemie Prepared 
ess Innovations, said in the mews 
‘lease that CEPI chose Pitt ana ts 
Tartners” approach using measles 
Vector technology because af the 
Sience behind the strategy they 
Propose. 

"ihe measles vaccine is used 
here as a vehicle” against COVID- 
19. Mie Hatchett sald. "Using the 
‘measles vaccine (also called MV) 
as a vector, recombinant vaccines 
can be designed to express 


3/20/20 FINAL. 


Positive 
region 
cases 
total 25 


By Sean D. Hamill 
‘and Mick Stinelli 
Patuh Post ante 


Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Pduto 
announeed on his Twitter account 
Thursday night that he is in self 
{colation after two colleagues ata 
Washington, D.C. news confer 
ence tested positive for COVID-1, 
the disease caused by the novel 
romaine 

"The mayor says he isnot symp- 
tomatic but is acting out of an 
Abundance of caution. 

have absolutely no symp- 
toms,” Mir. Peduto said in a video. 
"T feci great. Not great enough to 
clean my basement, but prent.” 

"The mayor's announcement 
was the latest proaf that COVID19 
Tontinges to hit elase to home. 

‘Midday Thursday, Allegheny 
County Health ‘Department said 
that the county's total number af 
COVID:19 cases is at 18 after sbe 
new cases were reported Thurs- 
day marning 

"The casos are all "positive," the 
ACHD said, using termindlogy 
That the state is now usingas well 

"The state Department af Health 
reported Thursday that Allegheny 
County's six mew cases were part 
St new positive cases statewide, 
ith 185 total cases spread across 
22 of the state's 87 counties 
Beaver County has two cases, 
Washington County has threeand 
Westmoreland County has two. 
‘The first death from COVID-I9 in 
the state was reported Wednesday 
în Northampton County. 

Like many workers inthe area, 
Mr, Peduto said he would con 
tinue to work remotely from home 
While completing his quarantine. 

"Twas on the phone yesterday 
with the White House and with 
Vice President [Mike] Pence, and 
it was made abundantly clear 
that over the next 72 hours we 
Will see a rise In the number of 
tases throughout the country 
due to more test kits being avail- 
ble and the continued spread of 
fhe virus, Mr: Peduto sald in the 
Twitter viden. 

"The mayor continued: 


SEFORANT FACET 


SEE CASES TACERT 


Around Pittsburgh neighborhoods, people refusing to give in to COVID-19 


Mt. Lebanon group uses 
lunches to support those 
in need, local businesses 


Asthe COVID Werks began 
rolling into thelr neighborhood 
ike a terrible storm this week, 
Some ME Lebanon homens 
fs and neighbors mused about 
Row they wished there were 

somethin they could do — spe- 
éifialy somethin to help ot 
fers who already were Being 
Slammed. 

"They felt helpless. But i 
turnsdut theycould doa couple 
tines 

‘Gn was submarine sand 
menes 

“Ae Skiba started it on the 
rust” a Mt. Lebanon House 
Wife Facebook group that she 
‘ministers, and discussion 
Spread to another Facebook 
rou wi a adept 
Fan fo this generally wellt 
‘dost nde the Bub 
te 

“Gutter and her neighbors’ 
concer for vulnerable people 
Taught up in domestic sbuse 
Bubble sminiserator Stepha 
nie Fedro-Byrom called the 
Women's Center and Shelter of 
Greter Pittsbureh. They found 
out it was etra busy and hada 
pressing ned for food, and not, 
Just for ients, but also for stat 
Who have been staying in with 


Pittsburgh Fine Drinking 
Society brings happy hour 
online with #AloneTogether 


For going on nearly nine years 
and roughly 400plus Thursdays, 
members of the Pittsburgh Fine 
Drinking Society have gathered at 
hundreds of bare in the city is, 
trom hot new restaurants to smoky 
dives, chie hubs, swanky cola 


Ioungos, spaakeasies, breweries, 
amy bars and sports bars to kick 
back and toss backa tipple or two. 


And their president, Lou Kro- 
ok, won't let a pandemic panic 
stop them: They're taking their 
‘weekly happy hour online 

“Everyone stressed as hell 
right now. so we thought, How can 
Wwe be together without being 
around each other?" Mr Kreck 
an attorney from the South Side, 
Said. "We want to stay positive de 
Spite his terrible thing.” 

Mr. Kroeck invited group mem: 
bers— and strangers — toa Google 
Hangoutat pm. Thursday, where 
they socialized, mingled, played 
games and, of course, drank, 
OVID. be damned. They plan to 
keep doing this weekly trom the 
comfort of their hame, via their 
laptops or smartphones, with 
Wiatever beverages they may have 
on hand, 

"Were still kind of working out 
‘the details: We're just trying i this 
‘Week for the first time, The Google 
Hangout will support up to 50 peo 
nle. The 10 people that are partiet 
Pating the most will be displayed. 


But if people want to brenk off and 
have their own separate conversa 
tion, they ean do that, tog — the 
Sino as if you move to a diferent 
Partafthe bar: 

“A week agn, the group convened 
at Harp & Fiddle 1n the Strip Dis 
trict its anmum St. Patrick's Day 
Telebration:; this weeke, the group 
was supposed to gather at the 
Sharp Edge in Downtown. When 
that clearly was not going to hap- 
pen, he said oef the groups 
Ery cael him and asked, What 
arewegonna da?" 

Mr. Kroeck first read about peo 
ple in Japan using a teleconferene- 
{ng app called Zoom to drinke with 
strangers, 

"Zom looks like the best tect 
nology to do this" he said, adding 
that i was quicksand easier toget 
it oft the ground with Google 


Hangouts. He'd like ittocatehonso 
that itean bea regular event. 

Ob, absolutely. Unti this thing 
sover. hesaid 

“We're actually looking for 
someone to bartend We want a 
Bartender who's off of work to par: 
ticipate asan emcee, and wecan tip 
them through PayPal or Verio to 
makee up for Iost wages,” he said. 

‘Werelodkinginranicequouect 

‘bartenders and we can throw them 
Some cast It sucks so many places 
might not open again, and the ser- 
‘lee industry folks need to figure 
aut how to pay thelr rent,” Mr. Kro- 
eck said! "So how can we support 
Them becca and have some un 

What exactly would an online 
bartender do” 

“Maybe introduce people, ask 


T GER 


Dormont woman starts 
‘CoronaChoir’ to sing 
from the sidewalks 


Oliver Brooke has been re- 
henrsing for a choral concert at 
Keystone Oaks High Sehoal far 


the district instructed stents 
and staff not to return for at 
Teast the next two weeks due 1o 
impact ofthe new coronavirus 

‘Although the concert is still 
scheduled for May. the pause in 
Schol activities et the 16year- 
‘ld witha ot of certainty 

"Twas kindof cheering the 
inside, but 1 was also thinking, 
‘Oh, no. My musical. My band 
trin. ~ What's going to happen 
wilh ihat 

"The performance was set to 
feature classic numbers Irom 
the 19005 musical "Les Misra 
bles." adapted from a novel 
about a 


‘classmates hard work would go 
to waste, but what he didn't 
Ienow a that a neighbor of his 
în Dormont was crate cholr 
ather ovm. 

“Amy Kline became the orga- 
nizer of. the Dormont 
CoronaChoir after abe was ine- 
spred by viral videos of Italian 
Citizens singing from their bal 
Tonies while on lockdown. Italy 
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Orina today: As our ragon cares he CODA 
dari we want 1o hear bau those sep up 
1 heip. Share at iy /otly/FnTherebers | 
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